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Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
A few weeks ago, the CS/SE department dedicated a new 
product usability lab. As it 
turns out, though, the CS 
majors aren’t the only ones 
with new toys to play with 
this year.
The ECE department 
dedicated a Product Test-
ing Facility during Home-
coming week. The facility, 
funded by donations from 
Texas Instruments (TI) and 
Eagle Test Systems, is aimed 
at teaching Rose-Hulman 
ECE undergraduates about a 
concept called “product test 
engineering.”
Product test engineer-
ing deals with ensuring the 
quality of product templates 
before they’re shipped off 
to fabrication. According to 
Fred Berry, ECE department 
head, a single product pro-
duced and tested in the new 
facility may go on to pro-
duce hundreds of thousands 
of electrical components for 
use in industry.
The lab itself is funded by 
a $50,000 yearly donation 
from TI, and was equipped 
by Eagle with an industry-
standard piece of equipment 
called an Eagle Tester. This 
tester is the same piece of 
equipment used in large chip 
manufacturing corporations 
such as ON Semiconductor, 
AMD, and 
Intel, and is 
worth over 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 
The total 
initial in-
v e s t m e n t 
from both 
companies, 
i n c l u d i n g 
h a r d w a r e , 
e x c e e d e d 
$600,000.
 Although 
the lab was 
only dedi-
cated a short 
while ago, it 
has been in 
use by Rose-
Hulman stu-
dents for al-
most a year, 
and it is 
already im-
proving stu-
dents’ job 
prospects.
“Everyone who has had 
those [testing] classes has 
had multiple [job] offers 
from a variety of companies,” 
Berry said. “To me, that spoke 
volumes because of the econ-
omy. We were able to have a 
unique set of classes and op-
portunities for our students 
to go through which gave 
them an advantage in the job 
market.”
The addition of the testing 
lab to Rose-Hulman’s educa-
tional programs was possible 
largely due to the efforts of 
three alumni: Greggory Lowe, 
a senior vice-president at TI; 
Jeffrey McCreary, a retired se-
nior vice-president at TI; and 
Andrew Williams, a senior 
vice-president at ON Semi-
conductor. All three sit on the 
Rose-Hulman Board of Trust-
ees. Collaboration with these 
three made the lab possible, 
according to Berry.
“Our department’s had a 
long-standing relationship 
with TI for about the last 15-
20 years,” Berry said. “One 
thing kind of led to another, 
and we started talking about 
what is a gap in undergrad 
education from their point 
of view, and they said it was 
product test engineering. 
That’s how the germ of the 
idea got started, and it took 
us about three or four years 
to get to where we are now.”
Tina Hudson, associate 
professor in the ECE depart-
ment, is responsible for the 
day-to-day operation of the 
lab. The Rose Thorn could 
not contact Hudson by press 
time. 
Testing lab dedicated
News Briefs
By Alex Mullans
Mugabe calls for 
‘friendly relationships’ 
with the West
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe 
offered a refreshing change of tradition dur-
ing his opening speech to Zimbabwe’s Par-
liament on Tuesday. Rather than the usual 
anti-West, anti-sanction rhetoric, Mugabe 
spoke conciliatorily and called for “co-op-
erative relations.”
Members of the opposition party are 
reluctant to read too much into Mugabe’s 
statement, but many foreigners with busi-
ness in Zimbabwe see the speech as a posi-
tive sign. Mining companies have frozen 
new construction in Zimbabwe, fearing 
state takeover or reassignment of their prop-
erties. However, Mugabe seemed to assuage 
some of these fears with promises of a new 
mining bill headed for Parliament.
New Supreme Court 
session marked by 
controversial issues 
Monday marked the first day of a new 
session of the United States Supreme 
Court. Newly-confirmed justice Sonia 
Sotomayor will join the bench for the first 
time during this session. Several cases on 
the docket concern typical “sensitive” 
issues, ranging from the separation of 
church and state to gun rights and prison 
sentencing guidelines for minors.
One case returning to the docket is 
Citizens United vs. the Federal Election 
Commission, which concerns a CU-
distributed “documentary” about Hill-
ary Clinton. The FEC attempted to stop 
the distribution of this video because it 
seemed to qualify as an “electioneering 
communication.” CU sued, claiming that 
the video was a documentary and there-
fore not subject to campaign finance 
rules.
A busy week in 
the mobile world
The cell phone industry has seen its 
share of news this week. For starters, Mi-
crosoft launched their new mobile operat-
ing system, Windows Mobile 6.5. Microsoft 
has been commended by many in the tech 
world for managing to launch multiple 
different devices from different hardware 
manufacturers on different cell carriers.
Verizon Wireless has begun a two-front 
attempt to regain customers from AT&T’s 
iPhone exclusive.  They announced a new 
partnership with Google to bring the An-
droid mobile platform to Verizon, and 
launched a new ad campaign that plays off 
Apple’s “There’s an app for that” ads with a 
“There’s a map for that” ad that compares 
AT&T’s 3G coverage to Verizon.
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
Career Fair returns for the Fall
Alex Mullans
S t a f f  W r i t e r
I met sophomore James Jeffries today, and was left with the following 
wise words: “like the rising 
sun appears, so does the Ca-
reer Fair at Rose-Hulman.” 
It is indeed the time of year, 
once again, where some-
where in the region of 130 
companies appear in little 
maroon partitions on the 
floor of the SRC Fieldhouse. 
It’s the time of year when the 
bookstore, knowing the Rose 
student as it does, sets out 
the huge stacks of profes-
sional-looking note-folios, 
which appeared en masse at 
Wednesday’s Career Fair. 
Preparation for this Fall’s 
Career Fair was quite ex-
tensive.  The American So-
ciety of Mechanical Engi-
neers (ASME) held a series 
of open career-preparation 
workshops, and the tutors of 
Percopo Hall had a résumé 
contest two weeks before the 
Fair.  Various other groups 
held workshops on how to 
polish résumés to an em-
ployer-enticing shine, and 
Career Services received its 
customary flood of résumés 
and students seeking advice 
on how to land that much-
desired internship or full-
time position.  
This Fall’s Career Fair fol-
lowed this trend. A total of 
132 companies attended the 
Career Fair, from Apparatus 
to X by 2, Inc., searching for 
everything from interns to 
co-ops to full-time positions. 
Students from all majors 
were sought, with the most 
of the represented compa-
nies seeking computer sci-
ence, software engineering, 
and computer programming 
engineering students.  Other 
notable attendees were the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
Texas Instruments, Procter 
and Gamble, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology’s Lin-
coln Lab, and Garmin Ltd.
Students navigated the 
maze of booths and displays, 
looking for a recruiter to 
hand their résumé to.  Hope-
fully, they would gain the op-
portunity to talk about their 
résumé, and sell their abili-
ties in the “30-second sales 
pitch” so often talked about 
during Career Fair work-
shops.  The more fortunate 
students received interviews 
scheduled for the two days 
after the Fair, while other 
students were forced to wait 
until the companies returned 
to campus to find out if they 
were granted an interview 
with one of the many com-
panies at the Fair.
Sophomore Lea Dekker 
noted that “the Career Fair 
is definitely less scary when 
it’s not your first time doing 
it. It’s still a little bit scary 
though, no matter what.” 
The jitters are normal, but 
with three Career Fairs a 
year, Rose students quickly 
become experts at navigat-
ing the maze of potential 
employers.
Wednesday, many people 
were able to overcome any 
fears they might have had, 
and hopefully many of those 
same people walked away 
with summer internships or 
full-time jobs. 
The new Product Testing Engineering Lab in the Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering department.  The lab, funded by Texas Insturments and Eagle Test Sys-
tems, gives students the opportunity to take valuable testing classes.
Kabir Sodhi/ Rose Thorn
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Instructions:
Solve the puzzle by deciphering the following quote and fig-
ure out from which song the quote is.  Each letter represents 
a different letter in the alphabet.
Hint (Solution = Crypto):
A = J   B = Y    C = W
Have an enjoyable and safe Fall 
Break!
Swags Tees and More
Custom printed tees hoodies etc. for all events.
Call 232-6947 for prices.
2950 S 7th Street
Low Prices and Fast Turnaround
swagstees@hotmail.com
Apartments for rent
Now renting 1 & 2 & 3 bedroom apts
9 month lease available
no pets please
Gibson Apts 234-4884
Find the answers to all Rose Thorn puzzles at:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn
Song Quote of the Week By Scott Gallmeier
House for rent 
3 bedroom, 4 bedroom, spacious, quiet for study, 
EXTRA NICE!
 Call 232-6977, please leave phone number.
Three, four and five bedroom houses 
Central air, two plus baths, two car garages, all appli-
ances, 6-12 month leases, 5 minutes+ drive from town
812-236-4646
Strt Txtn! By Scott Gallmeier
Instructions:
Convert each word from its keypad num-
bers.
2663473
2266377
258664
36682255    68846873
Broken glass in the Union 
explained
Tim Ekl
P h o t o  E d i t o r
Rose-Hulman is a relatively 
safe school, as colleges go. Even 
vandalism is a rare occurance. 
So when a police car shows up 
on a Friday night outside a bro-
ken glass door in the student 
union, some people tend to get 
concerned.
However, this particular case 
is nothing to worry about– a 
member of a band that per-
formed in the Union last week 
simply bumped into the door 
and cracked the glass, accord-
ing to John Wolfe, Assistant Di-
rector of Public Safety.
“It was nothing malicious or 
anything like that,” Wolfe said.
The Thorn could not iden-
tify the person, other than as a 
member of the band AG Silver, 
who played in the Union on Fri-
day night.
Xander Huff, a senior com-
puter engineer, was the first 
to report the broken door at 
approximately 5:20 p.m. Huff 
is personnel manager for the 
Rose-Hulman radio station, 
WMHD, which put on the show, 
and was there when the door 
was bumped.
“Basically, we had that con-
cert Friday night,” Huff said. 
“We were moving our gear into 
the Kahn room from the cul-de-
sac. As they were moving gear in 
and out, one of them bumped 
into the frame of the door really 
hard and it just shattered.”
The door, which was boarded 
up and covered in caution tape 
over the weekend, was repaired 
by Wednesday and is now us-
able again.
Fears that the door was bro-
ken as part of a vandalism or 
break-in attempt were largely 
unfounded; according to Public 
Safety’s published crime statis-
tics, there have been no inci-
dents of robbery on campus for 
at least the past three years. 
Friday, October 9, 2009 NEWS 3
Rose-Hulman students and recruiters participate in the Fall 2009 Career Fair. This year, a total of 132 companies attended the first of three Career Fairs.  Students used the Fair as 
an opportunity to expand their employment opportunities, searching for everything from internships to full-time positions.
Alex Mullans/ Rose Thorn
Fall 2009 Career Fair
Melissa Castor
T h e  D a i l y  V i d e t t e
University of Chicago paleon-
tologist Paul Sereno recently iden-
tified a dinosaur fossil as a minia-
ture Tyrannosaurus Rex.
The fossil was a big surprise to 
scientists.
The 150-pound and 9-foot long 
dinosaur is considered an indi-
rect descendant of the T. Rex. In 
fact, Sereno considers Raptorex a 
“blue print for a predator,” due to 
his proportionally similar features 
with its larger counterpart.
Sereno came across the fossil 
when it was sent to him by a pri-
vate collector.
The collector, Henry Kriegstein 
bought the fossil legally through 
an Arizona fossil show. But the 
fossil had originally been illegally 
dug out of a field in northeast 
China.
 The dinosaur was given the 
name Raptorex Kriegsteini. Sere-
no chose the name because ‘rap-
tor’ suggests a small predator and 
‘rex’ links it back to Tyrannosau-
rus Rex.
“The evolutionary process of 
how Raptorex became T. Rex is 
probably what fascinates people 
most about this discovery. The 
discovery suggests that dinosaurs 
might have evolved in a way that 
we might not fully understand 
yet,” Sereno said.
The original hypothesis was 
that Tyrannosaurids evolved from 
smaller predatory ancestors that 
did not have the out-of-proportion 
features of T. Rex and that these 
features developed at the same 
time as size increased.
However, the discovery of Rap-
torex reveals that the pathway of 
character evolution was different. 
This smaller bodied ancestor of 
the Tyrannosaurids already had 
the proportions of T. Rex, so the 
out-of-proportion features evolved 
before large size occurred.
Mini Tyrannosaurus Rex  opens 
evolution discussion
Hobey Tam
S t a f f  W r i t e r
An independent 
rapper until he recent-
ly signed with Young 
Money Entertainment 
this past summer, Au-
brey Drake Graham is 
one of the fastest-ris-
ing recording artists 
to hit the recording 
studio. Originally from 
Toronto, Canada, he 
has had four hits on the 
charts, three of which 
have made it into the 
top ten. His hits in-
clude “Replacement 
Girl,” “Successful,” and last but 
certainly not least (remaining 
in the number one spot on mul-
tiple charts for several weeks), 
“Best I Ever Had.” Drake is only 
the second music artist to have 
two singles in the top ten in the 
same week. He has also been 
nominated for eight awards, 
spanning from the BET Awards 
to the MTV Awards.
Officially released just last 
September, “The Drizzy Effect” 
is a mixtape that features col-
laboration hits as well as Drake 
singles. From the mixtape, 
“Forever” has already topped 
the charts and “I’m Still Fly” is 
situated in a solid spot in the 
collaboration charts as well. 
To date, “The Drizzy Effect” is 
Drake’s most well-rounded mix-
tape. There are multiple collab-
orations with other artists such 
as Lil Wayne, Jay-Z, Trey Songz, 
Eminem, and Kanye West. His 
indy rapper style coupled with 
his sublime lyrics make his mu-
sic a refreshing breath of air in all 
the mainstream rap. He claims 
that it is the truth in songs that 
makes him who he is. His mu-
sic flows. It is raw—it is filled 
with tension. He keeps it real 
during the time he has in your 
headphones. This follows the 
philosophy of who he claims as 
his mentor, Lil’ Wayne—“keep it 
personal.” 
If you have not heard of Drake 
and are into any type of hip-
hop, R&B, rap, or music in gen-
eral, listen to some of the singles 
mentioned on YouTube. Once 
you get hooked on Drake, I then 
urge you to get “The Drizzy Ef-
fect” mixtape and simply enjoy 
it. Don’t worry, his music will 
never bore you and is appropri-
ate for any occasion. Once you 
get caught up on all your Drake, 
all that is left to do is to keep 
an eye out for his debut album, 
“Thank Me Later,” set to be re-
leased on Valentine’s Day of 
next year.
Ben Smith
M o n k e y  W r i t e r
Camera Obscura’s latest al-
bum, My Maudlin Career, is 
good, but it doesn’t quite match 
up to their last album, 2006’s 
Let’s Get Out of This Country. 
Tracks like the new album’s 
opener, “French Navy,” and its 
final track, “Honey in the Sun,” 
buzz with an energetic blend of 
chamber-pop production and 
60s/70s influences.
Unfortunately, it’s the middle 
part of the album that suffers a 
bit.  It feels like there’s a lot of 
filler here—many of the songs 
have similar tempos and struc-
tures, blending in with one an-
other, rather than striking indi-
vidual identities.  
The string arrangements on 
some of the tracks are a little 
overpowering, often threaten-
ing to take over the tracks in 
which they appear.  A few tracks 
escape these problems (includ-
ing the fantastic title track and 
“Swans”), but the slow tempos 
throughout much of the album 
drag and make the album hard-
er to get through.
Eli Baca
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Released as a fi ve-issue mini-
series during March-July 2008, 
“The Dark Tower: The Long Road 
Home” follows Roland Deschain, 
a new Gunslinger, and his pals as 
they venture back home to Gilead 
after the events of the fi rst Dark 
Tower graphic novel, “The Gun-
slinger Born.” The fi rst issue of 
“The Long Road Home” topped 
the comic charts in March and 
has made a very impressive mark 
on the comic world, with the lat-
est Dark Tower storyline, The Fall 
of Gilead, being the penultimate 
chapter of the fi ve-story arc.
Based on Stephen King’s “The 
Dark Tower” book series, the com-
ic started out somewhere in King’s 
Dark Tower universe (events from 
“Gunslinger Born” can be found 
in “The Dark Tower IV: Wizard 
and Glass”) and took a new direc-
tion with new material from there. 
“The Long Road Home” is a new 
story to the sci-fi /western series 
and has proven that King’s work is 
magnifi cent in all entertainment 
media.
While Stephen King is the cre-
ative and executive director of 
the project, much of the success 
of “The Long Road Home” comes 
from the writers and artists of the 
comic. Robin Furth is actually the 
personal research assistant to Ste-
phen King, while the other writer 
of the comic is Peter David, Eisner 
Award-winning writer who is a 
self-proclaimed “Writer of Stuff.” 
The two artists of the novel are Eis-
ner Award-winning artist Jae Lee 
and Wizard Fan Award-winning 
artist Richard Isanove. This cre-
ative team managed to take a new 
character and series and make it 
into a dark sci-fi  masterpiece.
Roland Deschain may be the 
Gunslinger, but in “The 
Long Road Home” he re-
ally becomes the damsel 
in distress who his friends 
must save from the 
clutches of the Crimson 
King. Alain and Cuthbert, 
being the loyal friends 
that they are, help Roland 
get back to himself but 
also have to battle their 
pursuers, the Hambry 
possé, and dangerous 
bloodthirsty wolves along 
the way—and they say 
that coming home is easy, 
right? The trio also en-
counters the Hambry vil-
lage idiot, Sheemie, who 
manages some miracles, 
but the cost could be dire 
to the group, and to Shee-
mie himself.
The writing gives the 
characters their person-
ality, and the use of the 
narrator also gives the 
story a little more meat 
to it—playing into the 
reader’s emotions and 
making the audience really care 
for these characters. Readers can 
really hear Alain and Bert’s banter, 
or evil raven Marten Broadcloak’s 
maniacally villainous voice as he 
tries to torture Roland, or even 
Roland’s high-authority father as 
he tries not to be emotional at see-
ing his son—the writing is really 
superb, and the art that goes with 
it really brings the darkness into 
your soul. The characters aren’t 
drawn to detail, but they use shad-
ows and fog to bring out the dark 
and dreary realm that our heroes 
have to get through. The emotions 
pour from each page, through the 
writing as well as the art, and that 
last page with Roland’s eyes is one 
that could haunt some readers at 
night.
“The Long Road Home” is a very 
good sequel, and an even bet-
ter second story of this fi ve-story 
arc. This chapter in Roland’s story 
is one that no one will forget and 
shows that even comic book he-
roes can change in just one graph-
ic novel. A relatively unknown 
story, with a new character, could 
have been just a one-shot mini-
series, but quickly turned into a 
phenomenon that keeps all of 
the Dark Tower comics in the top 
ranks of the comic industry. Look 
for the fi nal chapter of “The Dark 
Tower” in stores now.
Rising rap star
Aubrey Drake Graham
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King’s magnum opus, “The Dark Tower,” 
recieved acclaim as a book series and now 
has already attained success in comics.
http://www.wikipedia.org
http:///www.down-south.com/
Music:
Air
Love 2
Backstreet Boys
This is Us
Everclear
In A Different
Light
KISS
Sonic Boom
Toby Keith
American Ride
Switchfoot
Hello Hurricane
Music (next week):
Bowling for Soup
Sorry for Partyin’
Michael Bublé
Crazy Love
Bob Dylan
Christmas In
The Heart
Five for Fighting
Slice
The Flaming Lips
Embryonic
The Roots
How I Got Over
Games:
Demon’s Souls
(PS3)
Operation 
Flashpoint:
Dragon Rising
(PC, PS3, Xbox 360)
Saw
(PS3, Xbox 360)
Wii Fit Plus
(Wii)
South Park Let’s Go
Tower Defense Play!
(Xbox 360)
My Maudlin Career
“Camera Obscura”
Concert
Update
REO Speedwagon 
and Foghat, 10/23
Embassy Theatre
Tesla,10/25
The Centre
The story continues...
“Dark Tower: The Long Road Home”
Reviewer rating: 3 elephants
Reviewer rating: 4 elephantsReviewer rating: 5 elephants
Mitchell Ishmael
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Classes and homework and 
clubs and sports and everything 
else you can be involved with can 
wear a person down. Schedules 
packed to bursting and always be-
ing on the move: that’s how a lot 
of students 
live their life 
at school, 
with never a 
moment to 
spare. And 
it’s tough 
to get up in 
the morning 
knowing that 
the next day 
will bring no 
more relief 
to your work-
load than the 
last day. Weeks and weeks pass in 
this routine.
Nevertheless, no matter how 
terribly monotonous your sched-
ule seems or how rough it is to 
trudge through your homework, 
something needs to be said for 
routine. I complain to myself 
sometimes about how busy ev-
eryone is; during the week es-
pecially, it’s hard to find some 
time to kick back and have fun 
with your friends. Routine can be 
tough at times, but through rou-
tines and habits, great things can 
be accomplished. Any athlete 
will tell you that it is only through 
constant deliberate practice that 
one can become truly great at 
any sport, and that is analogous 
to most everything in life. Great 
things are accomplished by peo-
ple who have worked on some-
thing over and 
over. We are in 
a similar boat 
with our educa-
tion; by going to 
classes and do-
ing homework 
for four years 
,we are putting 
in the time that 
will make us 
valuable engi-
neers.
Life would be 
an insurmount-
able challenge, though, if it were 
built of nothing but routine. 
You must balance your life be-
tween routine and spontaneity. 
As in most aspects of life, there 
is no one definitive answer as to 
which is more valuable: routine 
or spontaneity. Nevertheless, 
something also needs to be said 
for spontaneity, for breaking the 
routine, interrupting the repeti-
tiveness.
I have found that many of the 
most memorable moments of 
my life come from spontane-
ity. Staying up too late to watch 
“Garden State,” going on a walk 
along the river in Sequoyah 
Hills, or eating waffles with 
crunchy peanut butter when 
I’m really not hungry provides 
memories that I would not have 
if I had stuck to the routine. De-
viating from the routine keeps 
things fresh; it gives the mind 
some room to breathe. If noth-
ing else, it helps you to refocus 
yourself so that you can jump 
back into your routine.
Routines and spontaneity, 
though opposites, complement 
each other, and I have found 
that life is at its best when they 
are balanced. 
Melissa Schwenk
L i v i n g  E d i t o r
Six hours spent on campus 
during the school day, one 
to two meetings after school, 
hours upon hours of home-
work, and a part-time job had 
started taking its toll.  I wasn’t 
getting enough sleep at night 
and my 8 a.m. economics 
class was suffering because 
of it.  I had found myself over-
involved, with Homecoming 
duties barreling towards me 
like a freight train.  Here are 
some of the things I learned 
from being 
o v e r - i n -
volved.  
F i r s t , 
Fa c e b o o k 
is not your 
f r i e n d , 
nor is it a 
n e c e s s i t y. 
Gone are 
the days 
of endless 
procrasti-
nating on 
the web, 
when I was 
c a r e f r e e 
and un-
scheduled.  I’ve had to limit 
my Facebook usage (just a 
quick peek after I submit my 
economics homework), which 
freed up more time than I ex-
pected.  I also completely cut 
FML.com and “Texts from last 
night” out of my life.  As much 
as I enjoy laughing at other 
people, it was hard to laugh 
when I was up late trying to 
finish homework.  
Another thing I realized is 
that there’s no point spending 
all my time at work if it meant 
I had no time to spend the 
money I earned.  I cut down 
on the hours I work in the 
pharmacy, completely giv-
ing up extra hours during the 
week.  Out of the three main 
aspects of my life—academ-
ics, social, and work—work 
was the least important to me. 
I have my whole life ahead of 
me for working.  
Lastly, I stopped saying yes. 
Not to everything, but any-
thing that I didn’t find enjoy-
able anymore came off my 
calendar.  I removed myself 
from mailing lists and stopped 
feeling obli-
gated to help 
with every 
committee. 
While I still 
worked tents 
during the 
Ho m e c o m -
ing game 
from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., 
I’m not as 
stressed as I 
was when I 
was sched-
uled to work 
at the phar-
macy the 
same day and people needed 
my help.  
Involvement on and off 
campus looks great on a re-
sumé, but is that really what 
life is all about?  Get involved 
with groups you enjoy, but 
don’t be afraid to say no if you 
are overextended.  College 
is supposed to be the best 
years of our lives.  Be sleep-
deprived because you went to 
IHOP, not because you are ad-
dicted to Facebook.  The years 
go quickly.  Enjoy!  
Help! 
I’m over-involved
Ladies’ Man
The importance of routines and sponteneity  
http://www.ehow.com
Make sure to leave some space in your planner for spontaneity.  
Elliot Simon
S t a f f  W r i t e r
Dear Ladies’ Man,
The other day I was working 
on homework with some of my 
friends when a girl joined us, and 
rather than asking, she simply 
took my friend’s pencil to correct 
her work. What’s up with that?
-Not Impressed
Dear Not Impressed,
What you experienced is com-
monly referred to as “Rose God-
dess Syndrome” (RGS).  Many of 
the women on campus realize 
their attention is something that 
can be bartered, and make full 
use of its power.  Not to be con-
fused with “Rose Goggles,” RGS 
commonly manifests itself in 
the driven women often found 
around campus who are interest-
ed in doing well in their endeav-
ors and are tired of dealing with 
Computer Science-types.  
I find RGS to be an analogue of 
the common mothering instinct, 
a combination of frustration at 
under-achievers and a desire for 
you to do better (though some-
what more egocentric in this 
case).  That well-meant intention 
is then taken and warped with 
a lack of sleep, twisted through 
lab work and honed on group 
projects into something that no 
mother would want to unleash 
on her progeny.  Symptoms range 
from simple assumptions (for 
instance, everything a gentle-
man has and isn’t using forth-
with can be “borrowed” without 
worry of upsetting said gentle-
man) to implied inclusion in all 
activities.  The last being a cor-
ollary of activities usually being 
judged by the number of ladies 
in attendance (did you gentle-
men know you could attend 
Society of Women Engineer 
meetings?), there’s little hope of 
restoration in the near future, but 
I look forward to a day in the fu-
ture when I don’t have to fear that 
a lady will take my last stick of 
gum without remorse or care for 
the gum in her bag.  
For quick comparison, Rose 
Goggles is the mythical eyesight 
ailment that supposedly befalls 
men spending large amounts 
of time at Rose, which was best 
described to me as an effect that 
“when you go home, the girls 
look so much better than they 
did before you left.”  I was dis-
appointed; clearly no one who 
holds by this has ever gone home 
with me.  Regardless, the ladies at 
Rose flaunt the power they know 
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“
”
Gone are the 
days of endless 
procrast inat-
ing on the web, 
when I was 
carefree and 
unscheduled.  
“
”
It’s tough to get 
up in the morning 
knowing that the 
next day will bring 
no more relief to 
Does your schedule ever feel like a rhinoceros bearing towards you?  
Danielle Schumacher/ Guest Photographer
Get a life!
Then write about it 
and send it to 
living@rose-hulman.edu
Robert Williamson
G u e s t  W r i t e r
Last week, Career Services hosted the annual 
Graduate School Fair. Seeing as I want to go to 
graduate school, I went. I think it’s great that Ca-
reer Services provides us with these opportunities 
to meet and talk to representatives from various 
schools and programs. That being said, I do have 
a couple issues with the Fair and our perception of 
the science programs here at Rose in general.
First, some background information and reflec-
tion. According to the Career Services information, 
18% of Rose graduates go to graduate school (im-
mediately upon graduation). Last year 23% of the 
graduating class went on to pursue graduate stud-
ies. I was curious if most of this 23% were engineer-
ing or math and science students. It turns out that 
76% of that 23% are engineering students. While 
I found this statistic mildly 
shocking, I realized that since 
we have so many more en-
gineering students here, this 
number would be biased. So I 
instead took a look at the pro-
portion of students in the two 
categories who went to gradu-
ate school. My amazing math 
skills revealed that while 20% 
of engineering students last 
year went to graduate school, 
41% of math and science stu-
dents did. These numbers 
indicate (to me, at least) that 
graduate school, and there-
fore the Graduate School Fair, 
is more important to the math 
and science majors, in gen-
eral.
When I first arrived at the fair, I began scoping 
the represented schools. I quickly became dis-
mayed: most of them seemed to be representatives 
of engineering programs. Nevertheless, I went to 
talk to them anyway, with a vain hope that they 
would know about their respective schools’ biol-
ogy programs. A few of them told me a bit about 
their science programs, but even more didn’t know 
anything about their science programs. I even 
informed a couple of the reps about programs I 
knew their school had, but they didn’t. This turn of 
events was really less than encouraging. One sci-
ence student at the Fair was very disappointed in 
the turnout of science-focused Ph. D. programs: “It 
seemed to me like Rose-Hulman is only associated 
with engineers and they forget about the scientists, 
mathematicians, as well as chemists who take just 
as rigorous courses as engineers.  Don’t we deserve 
to get jobs as well?” To clarify, I am in no way sug-
gesting that we invite fewer graduate engineering 
programs to the fair. I am saying that there should 
definitely be more emphasis on getting math and 
science programs to come to the fair.
The whole event just reflected something I have 
noticed over my years at Rose. While our mission 
statement is “to provide students with the world’s 
best undergraduate education in engineering, 
mathematics, and science in an environment of 
individual attention and support,” I feel that the 
“mathematics and science” portion of that state-
ment are largely forgotten. It seems almost as if the 
science majors are seen as people who could not 
make it in the engineering programs. I don’t mean 
to say that I don’t think the science programs are 
excellent at Rose! For example, by several measures 
our Applied Biology program is one of the best un-
dergraduate biology programs in the nation. Every 
year the AB students take the standardized Major 
Fields Assessment Test in biology. Every year that 
Rose has had students taking this test, our ABs col-
lectively have scored in the 95th percentile. This 
score indicates that we are training some pretty 
good biologists! Additionally, if all of the AB gradu-
ates who are currently in Ph. D. programs finish, 
then we will be the #3 program 
in the country for producing Ph. 
D.’s. If only half of those finish, 
then we will still be #11, right 
above Harvard. I just don’t feel 
that the quality of our science 
programs is recognized. I un-
derstand that the inclusion of 
“mathematics and science” in 
the mission was discussed at 
a board meeting recently, and 
they are moving toward further 
support for our science pro-
grams. I hope that the support 
offices on campus soon follow 
suit.
Career Services does have 
their great-sounding number 
they tote, 95% acceptance to the 
workforce or graduate school 
for Rose students. Which, I agree, is quite impres-
sive. However, I would be curious to know how 
many of the “workforce” category got their jobs at a 
career fair, and how many in the “graduate school” 
category had to find schools on their own, because 
they found the graduate school fair as unhelpful as 
I found it. Rose is known primarily for engineering, 
as we know well, which could make it hard to find 
representatives from non-engineering graduate 
programs. But Career Services could shop around 
statistics about how good our science programs 
are, like those for the biology programs above. Also 
at the recent seminars on career advice, a senior 
who attended the one for the science and math 
majors said “[the seminar] was a joke.” I, for one, 
feel it may be inappropriate to group all of the sci-
ences and math together for this event; it makes it 
seem like an afterthought. I was told that they also 
primarily discussed résumé. Perhaps discussing 
curriculum vitaes (CV) would be more helpful, as 
most of us take at least two classes where we are 
taught how to write resumes, while nowhere in our 
curriculum are we taught about CV’s. In general I 
don’t feel that Career Services provides “an envi-
ronment of individual attention and support” for 
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The man is keeping Rose-Hulman’s scientists down!  With his shapely legs and surprisingly smooth calves. 
And slitted kilt.
http://img.dailymail.co.uk
Every week, I turn to this page 
for the same reason I check the 
mirror just before leaving home. 
I want to make sure my shirt’s 
tucked in and my commas aren’t 
wayward. 
It’s not totally selfish. I read 
the other opinions and letters to 
the editor. Two weeks ago, I had 
a wistful ar-
ticle about 
h o n e y , 
which ap-
peared next 
to a column 
by my edi-
tor Christine 
Price. Last 
week, next 
to my fluff 
piece about 
vocabulary, were two long, angry 
letters to the Thorn about Price’s 
editorial. And while I don’t like to 
step into other people’s fracases—
it’s way more fun to watch!— my 
buttons got pressed in the scrum. 
(Mixed metaphor: I’m picturing 
an elevator on a rugby pitch.) 
So, a few comments.
Price’s piece, “Matthew 6:5-6,” 
chastised “See You at the Pole,” an 
event sponsored by evangelical 
and fundamentalist Christians, an 
event held annually at campuses 
here and abroad. She expressed 
her belief that if praying around a 
flagpole demonstrates the “power 
of prayer,” we should be wary. 
That power is perilously similar 
to that particular aspect of faith 
that incites terrorists. She arched 
and wrinkled her brows and took 
a few potshots, 
which is what 
c o l u m n i s t s 
do, but she 
had two main 
points: “pub-
lic displays of 
prayer are divi-
sive” and blood 
drives make for 
better poles to 
rally ‘round. 
I don’t agree 
with everything 
Price wrote, but 
as a Christian I have to acknowl-
edge that her complaints have 
a clear foundation in the Bible. 
She used the word “idolatrously,” 
a concept which the Bible uses 
for worship around the Asherah, 
which are symbols of Canaanite 
religion, and they happen to be 
poles. Her title alluded to Jesus’ 
admonition not to pray in public, 
because that’s what hypocrites 
do. And her invitation to partici-
pate in the blood drive echoed 
Jesus’ call for kind actions rather 
than empty displays (Matt. 10:42), 
which derives from the Hebrew 
prophets’ repeated admonitions 
to take care of the poor, the out-
casts, the widows and orphans, 
rather than make public shows 
of righteousness. Over and over, 
the Bible expresses contempt for 
public broadcasts of piety.
It’s no surprise, then, that the 
letters of complaint bothered me 
more than Price’s article itself. 
Elizabeth Purdy’s letter estab-
lished her position that atheism is 
incomprehensible and her aston-
ishment that there are people who 
don’t believe in God, “even though 
we live in a Christian nation.” Bre-
non Smith’s letter took the whole 
paper to task “because the fact 
that this article was published is 
an embarrassment to the author, 
the Thorn and its staff (many of 
whom I count as friends).” More 
substantively, Smith suggested 
that Price doesn’t understand 
either prayer or “the concept of 
God,” and that it’s “ironic that our 
culture can spot intolerance when 
it is focused at a minority group, 
yet it is practically encouraged 
when focused at a group which is 
perceived as the majority.”
First of all, we do not live in a 
Christian na-
tion. We never 
have. Despite 
the machina-
tions of Karl 
Rove, who is 
not Christian, 
we never will. 
We are a sec-
ular nation, 
with a great 
number of re-
ligious people of all sorts, and our 
separation of church and state 
is a strength. Praying publically 
at a flagpole is a constitutional 
right but a pious pity, reinforc-
ing the popular confusion that 
God and country have anything 
remotely to do with one anoth-
er. It’s not surprising that some 
people don’t believe in God, and 
it’s parochial, at the very least, to 
think otherwise. It’s certainly no 
“embarrassment” if Price says 
she finds prayer empty and wor-
ries about people expressing their 
faith through patriotism rather 
than good works, faith that’s pub-
lic—and patriotic—in the wrong 
ways. 
Smith worried in his letter about 
alumni at Homecoming having 
been “exposed to this article.”  Are 
alumni frail 
and shel-
tered?  Amer-
ican Chris-
tians have 
remarkable 
p r i v i l e g e , 
and to worry 
about being 
marginalized 
is problem-
atic. If any re-
ligion would 
benefit from 
being mar-
ginalized, it’s Christianity. Look at 
the history: political and econom-
ic sanction atrophies religion.
Smith is on firmer ground 
when he claims that Price doesn’t 
understand prayer. Maybe that’s 
true. But who does? It is some-
thing most humans who have 
lived have done, but it remains 
incommensurable and strange. 
Devout Hasidic Jews used to say 
goodbye to loved ones before go-
ing into a quiet room to pray, for 
fear prayer would destroy them. 
According to other Hasidim, 
God prays to Himself, “May my 
mercy outweigh my judgment.” 
In many religions, prayer means 
laying the body to the ground, 
an act of obeisance that is also a 
gesture of respect and love and 
self-improvement. Sufis whirl, 
the Miami danced, George Her-
bert wrote poems shaped like al-
tars and wings. And some circle 
flagpoles, and even through their 
misguided nationalism, their dis-
tracting self-consciousness and 
fear/hope of being disparaged by 
others, they pray.
seriously.  Mark Minster
“
”
I would be curious 
to know how many 
of the “workforce” 
category got their 
jobs at a career 
fair, and how many 
in the “graduate 
school” category 
had to find schools 
on their own.
“
”
Are we so frail 
and sheltered that 
we interpret dis-
agreement and 
sarcastic criticism 
as “intolerance?” 
“
”
If any religion 
would benefit from 
being marginalized, 
it’s Christianity.
Rose scientists: second class?
 Have opinions? 
Send them to 
opinions
@rose-hulman.edu
Tim Ekl
Photo Editor
With a current 1-1 conference 
record, the Rose-Hulman women’s 
soccer team is on track to extend 
their seven-season streak of win-
ning records. A major part of that 
effort is Molly Richardson, junior 
civil engineer.
Richardson was named the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic Con-
ference (HCAC) Player of the Week 
last week, and scored two goals at 
each of Rose-Hulman’s last two 
games against St. Mary-of-the-
Woods and Defiance College. She 
currently leads the team with five 
goals.
Rose Thorn: How long have you 
been playing soccer?
Molly Richardson: I played var-
sity soccer all four years of high 
school and have been playing for 
Rose since I was a freshman.
RT: You were recently named 
HCAC Player of the Week. What 
does that mean to you?
MR: I have been named HCAC 
Player of the Week as well as Player 
of the Month in the last three years. 
While I enjoy being recognized as 
an individual, I would rather see 
our games fall under the win col-
umn, soccer is called a team sport 
for a reason; no single person wins 
or loses the game.
RT: What obstacles do you and 
the team face going forward?
MR: Most of our games thus 
far have been non-conference 
games and therefore are taken as 
experience and practice. Looking 
ahead to the next month, we will 
have some big conference games, 
namely Manchester this weekend 
and Mount St. Joseph’s on Hallow-
een weekend.
RT: What’s the most difficult 
situation you’ve faced so far this 
season?
MR: Probably getting a new 
coach. With a new coach comes 
a lot of changes, including lineup 
and style of play. This year has 
been challenging, but I think our 
team is adapting well to our new 
coach and lineups. The longer we 
play and the more we become fa-
miliar with our teammates and 
coach, the better we will play. 
There has definitely been a lot of 
improvement since our first game.
RT: What other activities are 
you involved in, other than soc-
cer?
MR: A lot. To name the main 
clubs and organizations, NSBE, 
Unity, SWE, Habitat, ASCE, and 
APO. I think extracurriculars out-
side of athletics make people 
more well-rounded and able to 
work with a lot of different types of 
people.
RT: What’s been the most mean-
ingful moment for you at Rose-
Hulman?
MR: The team winning the con-
ference championship my fresh-
man year. There was a lot of hard 
work put into that season, like ev-
ery other, but it is definitely nice to 
see it pay off and to be able repre-
sent our school and athletes.
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Molly
Richardson
 Volleyball — 14-5 (2-0 HCAC)
October 3
     Rose-Hulman                                     25   25   25        — 3
     vs. Blackburn College                        22     9   19        — 0
October 3
     Rose-Hulman                                      25   25   25        — 3
     vs. Westminster College                      6    17     8        — 0 
Engineer Scoreboard
Football
2-3 (0-2 HCAC)
October 3
     Rose-Hulman                     17
     vs. Manchester College   20
 Men’s Golf
October 1
    Rose-Hulman
    vs. Wabash College                                                     2nd place
Men’s Soccer
6-4-1 (2-0 HCAC)
October 3
    Rose-Hulman                  0
     at Defiance College       2
Women’s Soccer
2-8 (1-1 HCAC)
October 7
     Rose-Hulman                    2
     at Millikan University       5
Women’s Tennis
8-2 (6-1 HCAC)
October 2-5
     Rose-Hulman
     at ITA Regional
     Sam Danesis, senior, reached 
quarterfinals and finished 3-1.
 Women’s Cross Country
October 3
    Rose-Hulman
    at Earlham Invitational                                                1st overall
 Men’s Cross Country
October 3
     Rose-Hulman
     at Earlham Invitational                                             1st overall
Rose-Hulman, Indiana State to square 
off in men’s basketball for first time since 
1932
Rose-Hulman News
The men’s basketball teams 
from Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology and Indiana State 
University will meet for the first 
time since 1932 in an exhibition 
game at Hulman Center on Tues-
day Nov. 3 at 7:05 p.m.
The matchup will be the 54th 
in series history, with Indiana 
State holding a slight 30-23 se-
ries edge.  The Sycamores de-
feated Rose-Hulman 
37-21 in the 1932 
season finale.  Rose-
Hulman last defeated 
Indiana State 20-18 
during the 1931 cam-
paign.
Ticket information 
for the matchup will 
be available from In-
diana State University 
in the near future.
“We are very ex-
cited about the ex-
hibition game with 
Indiana State,” said 
Rose-Hulman head 
coach Jim Shaw.  “This 
will be the first time 
we have faced a Divi-
sion I opponent since 
I have been here, and 
with us being such 
close neighbors and 
friends, it is a natural 
thing to do.  Hope-
fully the game will 
be entertaining and 
competitive and give 
all Wabash Valley col-
lege basketball fans, 
whether they support 
us, ISU or preferably 
both, something to be 
excited about.
Rose-Hulman fin-
ished 9-16 last season 
and placed seventh 
in the Heartland Col-
legiate Athletic Con-
ference with a 4-12 
conference mark.  Sophomore 
Blake Knotts (Louisville, Ky./
Christian) led the Engineers 
in scoring last season at 11.5 
points per game.  Senior Jeff 
McCartney (Wooster, Ohio/
Triway) joined Knotts on the 
honorable mention all-league 
squad after averaging 9.9 
points per contest. 
Indiana State compiled an 
11-21 record and finished 
eighth in the Missouri Valley 
Conference with a 7-11 mark. 
Seniors Harry Marshall (13.6 
points per game) and Rashad 
Reed (11.0 points per game) are 
the leading returning scorers 
for the Sycamores. 
“Both (Indiana State) Coach 
(Kevin) McKenna and I hope that 
the competition will make us 
each better and help both of us 
prepare for our regular schedule. 
With that in mind, I am sure we 
will each compete hard with the 
goal to propel each of us to suc-
cess down the road,” said Shaw. 
Jeff McCartney averaged 9.9 points per game and was honorable mention all-HCAC.
Rose-Hulman News
Molly Richardson, junior civil engineer, plays a game against Heart-
land conference rival Manchester College.
facebook.com
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This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I, your esteemed and possibly sane editor disown this week’s issue. If some of this offends you, we are sorry.  All unattributed content was written by James Zhou. The stuff that appears on this page does not represent the opinions of the Thorn, 
Rose-Hulman, the people who wrote them, or of anyone in this or any other universe. If you are really looking for a job and did not manage to get one, there will be two more Career Fairs coming up, so do not worry. Until then, just lie to your parents so they will stop harassing you.
FLIPSIDE
All the News That’s Fit to Print from Our Biased Perspective 
Wacky prof quotes
Top “10” Ten
Matt Melton
 T h e  ancient leader of the career procrastinators
10. Putting all your eggs in the GM basket.
9. Banking on the NSA hiring you because, “They love interna-
tional students!”
8. Introducing yourself to the two recruiters and finding out one of 
them is another student.
7. Taking Frito-Lay’s free chips and eating them during your talk.
6. Showing up in sandals and a Hawaiian T-shirt (unless you’re a 
CS/SE, in which case it’s apparently suggested).
5. Telling a recruiter “I’d never falsify safety reports — that’s what 
interns are for!”
4. Printing your resumé on the back of a frat party flyer.
3. Sticking your resumé under car windshields in the SRC parking 
lot.
2. Discussing my awesome paper shredding skills learned as an 
Enron Intern.
1. Listing a Sonka’s bartender as a reference.
Bad career moves 
made on Wednesday
Carly Baehr - I R gud at life: can haz job?
Noel Spurgeon
 Recuperating clock puncher
8:00 Pull into parking lot. 
Rock out in the car 
until your song ends.
8:05-8:45 Sit down and drink 
coffee.  Wonder why 
office coffee  always 
tastes horrible no 
matter who makes it.
8:45-9:45 Try to sleep sitting up. 
Fail miserably.
9:45-10:00 Finish all your work  
for the day.  Try to print  
it out, only to have the printer eat it.
10:00-10:45 Wrestle with the printer.  It wins.
10:45-11:00 Make copies.  Accidentally make 200 instead of 20.  Hide 
the extras in the bathroom so no one accuses you of 
sabotaging the company’s new ‘eco-friendly’ initiative.
11:00-12:00 Make a point of meeting every person in the building.  
Ask them about their wife, kids, and dog.
12:00-1:00 Lunch!  <3
1:00-2:00 Make an origami zoo with post-it notes and paper clips.  
Give all the animals names.
2:00-3:00 Find all entrances and exits of the office building.  Pre-
pare an emergency plan in case of Velociraptor attack.
3:00-3:30 Spin in your chair.  Wonder why swivel chairs don’t 
come standard in dorm rooms.
3:30-4:00 Learn every feature on your cell phone.  Switch lan-
guages and learn them again.
4:00-4:30 Make a paper chain of how many days you have left.  If 
anyone asks, say the cubicles need decoration.
4:30-4:35 Steal your neighbor’s stapler.  Hide it in an obscure 
place.
4:35-4:45 Fantasize about your paycheck.  Momentarily forget 
about income tax.
4:45-4:55 Arrange everything on your desk by shape, size, and color.
4:55-5:00 Watch the clock.  Theorize about time dilation and 
relativity.
5:00 DONE!  Leave that God-forsaken place… only to 
return tomorrow.
First-year internship: 
A schedule
“You could also compare 
napalm and Cheese 
Whiz. They both are 
sticky and spray every-
where.” 
 — Dr. Martland, one of 
the few who recognize 
Cheese Whiz as a deadly 
weapon.
“Because somewhere down 
the line, I think I’m 
related to Hitler.” 
 — Dr. Shearer, who is not 
welcome in Poland.
“If you would model your 
body as a continuous re-
actor, then please don’t 
ever drink around me.” 
 — Dr. Anklam. Think 
about it.
“In statistics the cow-ness 
of the cow is very impor-
tant.” 
 — Dr. Inlow. In chemical 
engineering, the cow can 
be modeled as a spheri-
cal continuous reaction.
“See, the problem is, by the 
time you finish saying 
‘MWWILTHF’ you don’t 
want to have fun any-
more.” 
 — Dr. House. 
 MWWILTHF stands for 
“mothers with whom I’d 
like to have fun.” Don’t 
think about it.
“Give it a non-irony and 
less-shrinky type of 
property.” 
 — Dr. Nolte, giving 
an overview of how to 
chemically alter a dress 
shirt to avoid accidents 
before Interview City.
“Why yes, I did go to graduate school. 
Now watch me turn these ideas into gold.”
- Dr. Emmett Aylmer Proton
James Zhou
 Senior bioreactor
Are you sick of working for inferior minds who do not appreciate your brilliance? Are you tired of 
company representatives running away when you try to convince them how your ideas will utterly an-
nihilate their competition (and everything else in a three mile radius)? Are you fed up with only being 
allowed access to a level two biosafety laboratory? Go to graduate school, where all initiates of science 
assemble their CVs and robotic servants!
 
Network with the elder lecturers, who have survived the years and many pitchfork-wielding mobs 
with great stores of knowledge and only a few scars! 
Create terrifyingly awesome machines before which the world shall tremble in appreciation and joy! 
Rule your shared laboratory space with a Fe-stained latex glove!
Go Grad School: Be more than God intended you to be!
We got mad science!
HELP WANTED
Do people like to laugh at/
with/near you?
Are you capable of writing 
without having to obey any 
rules?
Ever want to take some-
thing over and bend it to your 
will?
Join us at the Flipside, a 
neverending adventure in 
pushing the limits of what’s 
acceptable to print in a 
school newspaper.
Wrapables.com
